for the franchise's tax return preparation and customer
service during the 2008 tax season.

Publications

— A new book detailing the history of Bay Harbor resort near
Petoskey is written by Samara Johnson, daughter of resort
developer David Johnson. It's available at the Bay Harbor
Signature Store.

- Robert Ochtel, founder of Traverse Angels start-up
financing group, has written a new book titled "Business
Planning, Business Plans and Venture Funding - A Definitive
Reference Guide for Start-up Companies.” It reviews
strategies for business planning and securing angel, venture
and third-party equity funding for entrepreneurs. It's
available at www.carlsbadpublishing.com.

Personnel

- William Rietscha is the new president and CEO of Michigan
Community Blood Centers, replacing Norman Felker who
retired Dec. 31. Rietscha held several administrative posts at
Spectrum Health and with Blodgett Memorial Medical Center.
Tha Araanizatinn is hasad in Grand Ranids and Anarates a

in Empire, Frankfort, Kalkaska, Manistee and Northport, and
conducts mobile blood drives in seven area counties.

-- Lori Puckett has been named executive director of the
Grand Traverse Heritage Center in Traverse City. Puckett
succeeds Patti DeAgostino, who has returned to a position
at the Grand Traverse Pavilions.

- Sid Van Slyke has been premoted to vice president in the
Fifth Third Private Bank. Van Slyke is a senior private banker
at the downtown Traverse City office and has been with
Fifth Third since 2002. He also recently completed the course
for the designation of Accredited Wealth Management
Advisor through the College for Financial Planning.

Events

-- The Michigan Association of Home Builders’ Remodelers
Council will hold its seventh annual Remodelers Workshop
Feb. 5-6. The conference will focus on green building
practices and technologies. A complete event schedule and
registration information is available at
www.Buildingmichigan.org/events er by contacting the MAHE
at 1-800-748-0432.

-- Treetops Resort and the Gaylord community present the
Fabulous Fifties event Jan. 22-25. It will feature various
events at the resort and other locations in Gaylord including
a sock-hop dance, children’s activities, a chili cook-off and
discounts on skilift tickets. More information is available at
Www.treetops.com.

— Ll Bo tavern in Traverse City added a second weekly
smoke-free day. The bar is now smoke-free every Saturday,
in addition to the smoke-free Thursdays and lunch-time
segments that debuted in 2008.

Re-brand

- Traverse Bay RV Resort, of Williamsburg, recently launched
a re-branding campaign that includes a new logo featuring
red flip-flops over the company's name, a new slogan,
“North of Ordinary, and a revamped Web site at
TraverseBayRV.com. The 150-acre recreational vehicle resort
is owned by David and Kathy Scheppe and the re-brand was
produced by Kidd Group based in Florida.
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